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while Yang is lighter. On condition that Yin is above Yang, 
in this way, the both will merge with each other, and 
finally roll into one because at the same time the heavy 
one goes down, the light one would ascend up. The merge 
and infusion of Yin and Yang symbolizes production and 
harmony, bringing fortune, progress and success. The 
advice from the hexagram is that it would be thriving 
and prosperous on condition that the upper class 
tailored the law, and implement it with a view to aiding 
the lower class sincerely and impartially. 

On the contrary, if the proponents of globalization 
neglected the problems from below, or attempted to 
suffocate the voice of anti-globalization, the hexagram 
would become the 12th one, symbolizing a state of block 
and stagnation. From the hexagram, Qian(Yang, sky, 
high, light, elite, masculine) is above Kun (Yin, earth, 
below, heavy, grassroots, feminine), the sky above and the 
masculine tends to move upward; the earth stays below 
and the feminine tends to remain still. It symbolizes 
that there is no intersection or association between 
masculinity and femininity, so life can not be created; no 
communion between the above and the low, no country 
could be possibly maintained in the world. Meanwhile, 
tenderness is concealed below, while rigidity is exposed 
externally; the villain (force) is at the core, gentleman 
on the fringe, the norm of villain is growing, while the 
latter is fading away.

Analyze Globalization from Yin-
Yang Theory: Some Propositions 
for Future Study
According to the Yin-Yang theory, the equilibrium 
between Yin and Yang might be the most idealistic state, 
though in reality, it seems utopia, for the capricious 
international climate has always dampened the enthusiasm 
to those who have euphorically observed that peace and 
development would be the main theme in the process 
of globalization, yet, it doesn’t disturb us to use its 
discourses to give some propositions for further research 
in the future:

Proposition 1. Globalization/anti-globalization could 
be identified with the Yin-Yang aspects, so it is with 
their impacts on the world; therefore, they should not be 
considered isolated from each other. To learn more about 
globalization, analyze anti-globalization and vice versa.

Proposition 2. In the I Ching, the discourses of change 
and harmony are enthused and intertwined, symbolizing 
the alternation and interaction between Yin and Yang. 
Though in the process of globalization, we long for 

harmony and stability, yet in reality, there are always 
some other factors interfering, influencing, enforcing, 
swaying, strengthening, impeding, or sometimes even 
destroying the existing equilibrium and generating a new 
social order. The phenomenon just echoes with the Yin-
Yang alternation and interaction.

Proposition 3. The criterion of harmony is the balance 
and intersection between Yin and Yang. Neither Yin nor 
Yang alone could nurture itself, but do it with mutual 
generation and promotion. The intersection between 
Yin and Yang would produce success and prosperity. 
It is a great expectation for the optimal social order. 
Therefore, if the participants shared the universal belief 
of peace, harmony and development, globalization could 
be cosmopolitan, mutually beneficial, and bridge the 
gap between the developed and the less-developed at 
all levels, but not the deterioration of global eco-system 
with the intensification of exploitation, colonization and 
polarization, politically, economically or culturally. 

Proposition 4. Based on its change discourse that the 
world goes in constant transformation, the proponents/
opponents, motives, trends, effects and prospects of 
globalization/anti-globalization are not homogeneous, 
but heterogeneous, not context-free but context-sensitive, 
permeating with ambiguity, complexity and uncertainty.

Proposition 5. According to the five elements and 
hexagrams, the tidal-waves are the natural outcome of 
globalization. It is the vivid metaphor connotative of 
its sweeping power, symbolizing that it is a dynamic, 
continuous and unfathomable process; thus, it is wise for 
participants to be cautious and vigilant. Any static, rigid, 
or context-free assertion or reckless engagement whether 
optimistic or pessimistic, is not feasible as well.

Proposition 6. Globalization is a dynamic process 
disseminating practices, values, technology, other human 
products, and the characteristics is in resonation with the 
nature of Chi. Whether it would bring the Living or the 
Dead Chi theoretically depends on the balance/imbalance 
between Yin and Yang.

Proposition 7. Globalization could be a living Chi, 
refreshing, energetic and creative, on condition that the 
interests between the above and the below were well-
balanced or harmonized. In the process of globalization, 
the best solution is to focus on tackling the problems from 
below, or the concerns from the minority group, that is, 
anti-globalization should not be taken as the nuisance in 
the process of globalization, but as the counterpart, which 
should be given with sufficient attention on the agenda of 
decision-makers from above. 

Proposition 8. Generally, the expectation for the 
world harmony seems merely lingering at the ethical 

10it ‘s quoted from Nicholas R. Fyfe, Judith T. Kenny’ book. The urban geography reader, p1844, Edition:
illustrated, Routledge, 2005.
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plane (Yang), while in reality, the desire for wealth is 
the primary motivation for hard work and the economic 
development of a society will be achieved naturally 
by the accumulation of this kind of effort (Yin). The 
disequilibrium between Yin and Yang in international 
communication would result in the uneven developmental 
landscapes which are finally detrimental, and sometimes 
even catastrophic to the global progress and integration.
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