














Yin-Yang Theory and Globalization

while Yang is lighter. On condition that Yin is above Yang,
in this way, the both will merge with each other, and
finally roll into one because at the same time the heavy
one goes down, the light one would ascend up. The merge
and infusion of Yin and Yang symbolizes production and
harmony, bringing fortune, progress and success. The
advice from the hexagram is that it would be thriving
and prosperous on condition that the upper class
tailored the law, and implement it with a view to aiding
the lower class sincerely and impartially.

On the contrary, if the proponents of globalization
neglected the problems from below, or attempted to
suffocate the voice of anti-globalization, the hexagram
would become the 12" one, symbolizing a state of block
and stagnation. From the hexagram, Qian(Yang, sky,
high, light, elite, masculine) is above Kun (Yin, earth,
below, heavy, grassroots, feminine), the sky above and the
masculine tends to move upward; the earth stays below
and the feminine tends to remain still. It symbolizes
that there is no intersection or association between
masculinity and femininity, so life can not be created; no
communion between the above and the low, no country
could be possibly maintained in the world. Meanwhile,
tenderness is concealed below, while rigidity is exposed
externally; the villain (force) is at the core, gentleman
on the fringe, the norm of villain is growing, while the
latter is fading away.

ANALYZE GLOBALIZATION FROM YIN-
YANG THEORY: SOME PROPOSITIONS

FOR FUTURE STUDY

According to the Yin-Yang theory, the equilibrium
between Yin and Yang might be the most idealistic state,
though in reality, it seems utopia, for the capricious
international climate has always dampened the enthusiasm
to those who have euphorically observed that peace and
development would be the main theme in the process
of globalization, yet, it doesn’t disturb us to use its
discourses to give some propositions for further research
in the future:

Proposition 1. Globalization/anti-globalization could
be identified with the Yin-Yang aspects, so it is with
their impacts on the world; therefore, they should not be
considered isolated from each other. To learn more about
globalization, analyze anti-globalization and vice versa.

Proposition 2. In the I Ching, the discourses of change
and harmony are enthused and intertwined, symbolizing
the alternation and interaction between Yin and Yang.
Though in the process of globalization, we long for

harmony and stability, yet in reality, there are always
some other factors interfering, influencing, enforcing,
swaying, strengthening, impeding, or sometimes even
destroying the existing equilibrium and generating a new
social order. The phenomenon just echoes with the Yin-
Yang alternation and interaction.

Proposition 3. The criterion of harmony is the balance
and intersection between Yin and Yang. Neither Yin nor
Yang alone could nurture itself, but do it with mutual
generation and promotion. The intersection between
Yin and Yang would produce success and prosperity.
It is a great expectation for the optimal social order.
Therefore, if the participants shared the universal belief
of peace, harmony and development, globalization could
be cosmopolitan, mutually beneficial, and bridge the
gap between the developed and the less-developed at
all levels, but not the deterioration of global eco-system
with the intensification of exploitation, colonization and
polarization, politically, economically or culturally.

Proposition 4. Based on its change discourse that the
world goes in constant transformation, the proponents/
opponents, motives, trends, effects and prospects of
globalization/anti-globalization are not homogeneous,
but heterogeneous, not context-free but context-sensitive,
permeating with ambiguity, complexity and uncertainty.

Proposition 5. According to the five elements and
hexagrams, the tidal-waves are the natural outcome of
globalization. It is the vivid metaphor connotative of
its sweeping power, symbolizing that it is a dynamic,
continuous and unfathomable process; thus, it is wise for
participants to be cautious and vigilant. Any static, rigid,
or context-free assertion or reckless engagement whether
optimistic or pessimistic, is not feasible as well.

Proposition 6. Globalization is a dynamic process
disseminating practices, values, technology, other human
products, and the characteristics is in resonation with the
nature of Chi. Whether it would bring the Living or the
Dead Chi theoretically depends on the balance/imbalance
between Yin and Yang.

Proposition 7. Globalization could be a living Chi,
refreshing, energetic and creative, on condition that the
interests between the above and the below were well-
balanced or harmonized. In the process of globalization,
the best solution is to focus on tackling the problems from
below, or the concerns from the minority group, that is,
anti-globalization should not be taken as the nuisance in
the process of globalization, but as the counterpart, which
should be given with sufficient attention on the agenda of
decision-makers from above.

Proposition 8. Generally, the expectation for the
world harmony seems merely lingering at the ethical
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plane (Yang), while in reality, the desire for wealth is
the primary motivation for hard work and the economic
development of a society will be achieved naturally
by the accumulation of this kind of effort (Yin). The
disequilibrium between Yin and Yang in international
communication would result in the uneven developmental
landscapes which are finally detrimental, and sometimes
even catastrophic to the global progress and integration.

REFERENCES

_ (2004). In Praise of Blandness. New York: Zone Books.

~(2007). Vital Nourishment: Departing from Happiness. New
York: Zone Books.

_(2008). De L’Universel, de l'uniforme, du commun et du
dialogue entre les cultures. Paris: Fayard.

Amin, Ash., Thrift, Nigel. (1994). Globalization, Institutions,
and Regional Development in Europe, (pp.68—86), Edition:
illustrated, reprint, Oxford University Press.

Chan W.T. (1963a). A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy.
Princeton, Princeton University.

Cigdem Solas Sinan Ayhan (December, 2007). THE HISTORICAL
EVOLUTION OF ACCOUNTING IN CHINA:THE EFFECTS OF
CULTURE, DE COMPUTIS, Spanish Journal of Accounting
History, (7).

Cooke and Morgan (1991). The Network Paradigm: New
Departure in Corporates and Regional Development,
Regional Industrial Report 8 Cardiff.

Cook, Richard S. (2006). Monograph 5: Classical Chinese
Combinatorics: Derivation of the I Ching Hexagram
Sequence. STEDT.

Duncan Bel (2008). Political Thought and International
Relations: Variations on a Realist Theme, p45-49, Oxford
University Press US.

Elman, B. A. (2009). A Cultural History of Modern Science in
China. Harvard University Press.

Falk, Richard (1999). Predatory Globalization. Cambridge:
Polity Press.

Fung Y. L. (1952). A History of Chinese Philosophy (Vol.1),
(Bodde, Derk. Trans and ed.), Princeton: Princeton
University Press.

Gao, Simon S. (March, 2003). Handley Schachler, Morrison:
The Influence of Confucianism, Feng Shui and
Budhism in Chinese Accounting History. Accounting,
Business & Financial History, 13(1),(Cevrimigi),
Retrieved at at www. taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/
index/0LOUJTH89A2LYRMBQ.pdf, 03.06.2006

G, Leibniz (1879). Explication de I'Arithmétique Binaire,
Mathematischen Schriften(p.223), ed. C. Gerhardt, Berlin,
(vol.7); engl. Transl.

Gottdiener, Mark., Budd, Leslie (2005). Key Concepts in Urban
Studies: M. Gottdiener and Leslie Budd, (pp.81-86), SAGE.

Guo-Ming, Chen (2008). Bian (Change): A Perpetual Discourse

49

WANG Ningchuan; ZOU Yuze (2011).
Studies in Sociology of Science, 2(2), 38-49

of I Ching, Intercultural Communication Studies (XVII: 4).

Jullien, Francois. (1989). Procés ou création: une introduction
a la pensée des lettrés chinois.Essai de problématique
interculturelle. Paris: Editions du Seuil.Jullien, Frangois.
2000. Detour and Access. New York: Zone Books.

Korzeniewicz, Roberto Patricio & Smith, William C. (2001).
Protest and Collaboration: Transnational Civil Society
Networks and the Politics of Summitry and Free Trade in
the Americas (pp. 4-6).

Kurtz, Lester R. (2007). Gods in the global village: the world's
religions in sociological perspective, Pine Forge Press.

Mearsheimer, John J. (2003). The Tragedy of Great Politics.
New York: Norton.

Michael D. Bordo, Alan M. Taylor, Jeffrey G. Williamson.
(2005). Globalization in Historical Perspective, (p.324),
National Bureau of Economic Research. University of
Chicago Press.

MING-JER CHEN (2002). Transcending Paradox: The Chinese
“MiddleWay” Perspective. Asia Pacific Journal of
Management, 19, 179—199. Kluwer Academic Publishers,
The Netherlands.

Needham, Joseph., Ronan, Colin A. (1978). The Shorter Science
and Civilization in China. Cambridge University Press

Peng, K. and R.E. Nisbett (1999). Culture, Dialectics, and
Reasoning about Contradiction. American Psychologist, 54,
741-754.

Scholte, Jan Aart (1996). Beyond the Buzzword: Towards a
Critical Theory of Globalization, in Eleonore Kofman and
Gillians Young (eds.). Globalization: Theory and Practice.
London: Pinter.

Parr J B. Growth Pole: Regional Development and Central Place
Theory. Regional Science, 31 (pp.174-212).

Robert Paul Weller (2006). Discovering Nature: Globalization
and Environmental Culture in China and Taiwan, p189,
Edition: illustrated, Cambridge University Press.

Russo, John., Linkon, Sherry Lee (2005). New Working-class
Studies (p.89). Edition: Illustrated, Cornell University Press.

Ritsema, Rudolf., Sabbadini, Shantena Augusto. (2005). The
Original I Ching Oracle (Eranos, Trans.). London: Watkins.

Secter, Mondo (1998). The Yin-Yang System of Ancient China:
The Yijing-Book of Changes as a Pragmatic Metaphor for
Change Theory. Journal for Interdisciplinary and Cross-
Cultural Studies (Vol. 1), Paideusis.

Smith, Neil., David (AFT) Harvey (2008). Uneven Development:
Nature, Capital, and the Production of Space (p.147), (the
3rd Edition), illustrated, University of Georgia Press.

Wai-ming Ng (2000). The I Ching in Tokugawa Thought and
Culture. University of Hawaii Press.

YiJun Tian (2008). Re-thinking Intellectual Property: The
Political Economy of Copyright Protection in the Digital
Era, p3, Edition: illustrated, Taylor & Francis.

ZHANG Dainian and Edmund Ryden (2002). Key Concepts in
Chinese Philosophy. Yale University Press.

Copyright © Canadian Research & Development Center of Sciences and Cultures



