CSCanada

Studies in Literature and Language
Vol. 30, No. 2, 2025, pp. 46-53
DOI:10.3968/13796

ISSN 1923-1555[Print]
ISSN 1923-1563[Online]
www.cscanada.net
www.cscanada.org

Understanding Literary Content Through Context: A Discourse Analysis of

Donald Trump’s Inaugural Speech

Chimankpa Mbadike Innocent®”

* Shinawatra University, Sam Khok, Pathum Thani, Thailand.
" Corresponding author.

Received 4 April 2025; accepted 17 April 2025
Published online 26 April 2025

Abstract

This study employs a critical discourse analysis (CDA)
approach to examine the linguistic features, rhetorical
devices, and discursive strategies employed in Donald
Trump’s inaugural speech. Hence, the objective as such
is to, analyze how the context of Trump’s Inaugural
speech impacts its literary content, including rhetorical
devices, tone, and language, and to investigate how the
historical and cultural context of Trump’s Inaugural
speech shapes its meaning, uncovering power dynamics,
ideologies, and cultural references through discourse
analysis. The analysis reveals that Trump’s speech is
characterized by simple and declarative sentences,
repetitive metaphors, and pronoun usage, which create
a sense of directness, clarity, and shared purpose.
Specifically, the study finds that Trump’s speech
features 15 instances of simple sentences, 20 instances
of declarative sentences, and 10 instances of pronoun
usage. Additionally, the speech employs metaphor (3
instances), repetition (5 instances), and antithesis (2
instances) to create a sense of urgency and momentum.
Furthermore, the analysis reveals that Trump’s speech
reflects nationalist (5 instances), populist (3 instances),
and conservative (2 instances) ideologies. This study
contributes to a nuanced understanding of the role of
language in shaping political reality and highlights the
importance of contextualizing literary content to uncover
its underlying ideologies/power dynamics.
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1. INTRODUCTION

To understand literary content through context using a
discourse analysis of Donald Trump’s inaugural speech,
it’s essential to examine the language, tone, and rhetorical
devices employed in the speech. This involves analyzing
the speech’s linguistic features, discourse strategies,
and thematic elements to uncover the underlying power
dynamics, ideological structures, and social relationships
that shape its meaning and impact.

According to Fairclough and Wodak (1997), CDA
addresses social problems. Discourse is also a form of
social action; hence, a critical discourse analysis (CDA)
approach can be applied to Trump’s speech, focusing
on how language is used to exercise power, construct
social identities, and reinforce ideologies. This involves
examining the speech’s micro-level features, such as
vocabulary, grammar, and syntax, as well as its macro-
level structures, including the overall discourse strategy
and thematic elements.

The Discourse Historical Model, developed by Ruth
Wodak, can also be used to study Trump’s speech in the
context of history and power. This approach highlights
how power relations, historical norms, ideological
constraints, and American values have played a significant
role in shaping the speech’s discursive construction.

By examining the speech’s language, discourse
strategies, and thematic elements, researchers can gain a
deeper understanding of how Trump’s inaugural speech
constructs reality, exercises power, and reinforces
ideologies. This analysis can shed light on the complex
relationships between language, power, and ideology in
political discourse.




Meanwhile, Donald Trump’s inaugural speech,
delivered on January 20, 2017, marked a significant
moment in American history. The speech was a call
to action, emphasizing the need for change and a new
direction for the country. Trump’s message was centered
around his campaign slogan “America First,” highlighting
his commitment to prioritizing American interests and
restoring national sovereignty.

The speech was notable for its populist tone, with
Trump speaking directly to the American people and
promising to represent their interests. He criticized
the political establishment and vowed to bring about
economic revitalization, create jobs, and restore America’s
global influence.

Trump’s address also touched on themes of national
unity, patriotism, and the need for Americans to
come together to address the country’s challenges.
He emphasized the importance of putting America’s
interests first, while also promoting a sense of inclusivity
and shared purpose. Trump’s inaugural speech was
also remarkable for its rhetorical style, which was
characterized by simplicity, clarity, and a focus on
emotional appeal. The speech was peppered with phrases
like “We will make America great again” and “You will
never be ignored again,” which resonated with Trump’s
supporters and helped to create a sense of momentum and
excitement around his presidency.

The speech was widely analyzed, with some praising
Trump’s commitment to change and others criticizing
his divisive rhetoric. Nevertheless, the speech remains
a significant moment in Trump’s presidency, setting
the tone for his administration’s policies and priorities.
Miller (2014) considers inaugural address as a speech
“happening as part of an official ceremony or celebration
when someone (such as a newly elected officials) begins
an important job.”

Overall, Donald Trump’s inaugural speech was a
significant moment in American history, marking the
beginning of a new era in politics and setting the tone for
Trump’s presidency.

Furthermore, Donald Trump’s inaugural speech built
around the central theme of “America First,” a phrase
that echoed his campaign promise to prioritize American
interests and restore national sovereignty. This theme was
significant for several reasons. Historically, “America
First” was a phrase used by a non-interventionist group
that opposed U.S. entry into World War II, and Trump’s
adoption of it signaled his commitment to avoiding
foreign entanglements and prioritizing American interests.

In terms of policy, “America First” had several
implications. Trump promised to renegotiate trade
agreements like NAFTA and withdraw from the Trans-
Pacific Partnership to protect American jobs and
industries. He also vowed to strengthen border security,
enforce immigration laws, and prioritize American
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workers. Additionally, Trump signaled a shift away from
interventionist foreign policies, emphasizing the need for
America to focus on its own interests and security.

The “America First” slogan was also rich in
political symbolism, representing a rebuke to the
perceived globalism and internationalism of previous
administrations. Trump’s emphasis on American
sovereignty and interests resonated with voters who
felt left behind by globalization and cultural changes.
Overall, “America First” captured Trump’s commitment
to prioritizing American interests, restoring national
sovereignty, and challenging the status quo in Washington.

1.1 Research Question:

i. How does the context of Trump’s Inaugural speech
influence its literary content?

ii. How does the historical and cultural context of
Donald Trump’s Inaugural speech influence its meaning,
and what can discourse analysis reveal about this?

1.2 Research Objectives

i. To examine how the context of Trump’s Inaugural
speech influences its literary content, including the use of
rhetorical devices, tone, and language.

ii. To investigate how the historical and cultural context
of Donald Trump’s Inaugural speech shapes its meaning,
using discourse analysis to uncover the underlying power
dynamics, ideologies, and cultural references.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Theoretical Framework

2.1.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA):

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is grounded in several
theoretical frameworks that emphasize the intricate
relationships between language, power, and ideology. It’s
grounded in several theoretical frameworks, including
sociocultural theories, Foucauldian Discourse Theory, and
Habermasian Theory of Communicative Action.

CDA views language as a tool for exercising power,
shaping public opinion, and influencing political discourse.
Discourse is seen as a key site for the negotiation of power
and the construction of social realities. Furthermore, CDA
examines how discourse reinforces certain ideologies and
constructs social identities, including national, ethnic, and
gender identities.

In analyzing political discourse, CDA helps uncover
the underlying power dynamics, ideological structures,
and social relationships that shape the meaning and
impact of political language. This is particularly evident
in the context of Trump’s inaugural speech, where CDA
can reveal how his discourse shapes public perception of
reality, exercises power by influencing public opinion and
political discourse, and reinforces certain ideologies while
challenging others.
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By applying CDA to political discourse, researchers
can gain a deeper understanding of the complex
relationships between language, power, and ideology,
and how these relationships shape our social and political
realities.

Donald Trump’s 2017 inaugural speech reflects
the principles of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
in several ways. Firstly, the speech employs a populist
tone, emphasizing the transfer of power from the elite in
Washington, D.C. to the American people. This rhetoric
serves to legitimize Trump’s presidency and appeal to his
supporters.

Trump’s speech also constructs a specific identity for
Americans, portraying them as forgotten and neglected by
previous administrations. He vows to restore America’s
greatness, promising to bring back jobs, borders, wealth,
and dreams. This narrative reinforces a sense of national
pride and unity.

According to Van Dijk (2015), indeed, discourse
control usually aims at controlling the intentions, plans,
knowledge, opinions, attitudes, and ideologies - as well as
their consequent actions - of recipients. A sociocognitive
approach in CDA thus examines social structures of power
through the analysis of the relations between discourse
and cognition. Cognition is the necessary interface that
links discourse as language use and social interaction with
social situations and social structures (van Dijk 2008b).

Based on the foregoing, Trump’s speech exercises
power by shaping public opinion and influencing political
discourse. Trump’s “America First” policy is presented as
a means to protect American interests, jobs, and borders.
This discourse reinforces a particular ideology, prioritizing
national interests over global cooperation.

Furthermore, Trump’s speech constructs reality by
framing his presidency as a turning point in American
history. He promises to eradicate “American carnage” and
restore prosperity, implying that his administration will
bring about significant positive change.

Trump’s inaugural speech apparently demonstrates
how language can be used to shape public perception,
exercise power, and reinforce ideologies.

2.1.2 Discourse Analysis:

Examining Donald Trump’s 2017 inaugural speech,
using different discourse analysis methods can offer a
deeper understanding of its significance, influence, and
underlying power struggles. This type of analysis can
uncover the hidden meanings and intentions behind the
speech, as well as reveal the speaker’s ideology and how
it shapes the narrative. By applying critical discourse
analysis, researchers can expose the social, political,
and economic interests that influenced the speech’s
construction and message. Ultimately, this analysis
provides valuable insights into the speech’s impact and the
power dynamics at play. Based on the foregoing, discourse
analysis is better appreciated in this context when viewed
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through the lens of linguistics, sociolinguistics, and
pragmatics.

From a linguistic perspective, Trump’s speech employs
several notable features. He uses simple, direct language
to convey his message, often relying on short sentences
and repetitive phrases, such as “We will make America...”.
This style creates a sense of urgency and emphasizes his
key campaign promises. Additionally, Trump’s speech is
characterized by a confrontational tone, with phrases like
“American carnage” and “swamp in Washington” that
reinforce his “us versus them” narrative.

However, a sociolinguistic analysis examines how
language is used in social contexts to construct and
reinforce relationships, identities, and power dynamics.
Trump’s speech is notable for its use of populist rhetoric,
which creates a sense of shared identity and grievance
among his supporters. He positions himself as an outsider,
challenging the established political elite and promising
to restore power to the American people. This narrative
reinforces a sense of national pride and unity, while also
creating divisions between his supporters and those who
oppose him. Donald Trump’s 2017 inaugural speech
reflects the concept of power in Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) in several ways. Researchers have
analyzed the speech using Ruth Wodak’s Discourse
Historical Model, which studies the relationship between
language and power.

In the speech, Trump’s language use reinforces social
domination and power abuse. For instance, his repetition
of certain phrases and words, such as “America first,” can
be seen as a way to establish and enact power over others.
Additionally, his use of personal pronouns, like “we” and
“us,” creates a sense of inclusivity and exclusivity, which
can be used to dominate certain groups.

The speech also reflects Trump’s negotiation of power
relationships, particularly in his critique of the previous
administration and his promise to restore American
greatness. This kind of language use can be seen as a way
to challenge existing power structures and establish new
ones.

However, as Billig (2008) notes, CDA researchers still
struggle to define power and differentiate between power
use and abuse. Trump’s speech raises questions about the
moral standards used to evaluate his language and actions.
Is his use of language a legitimate exercise of power, or is
it an abuse of power that reinforces social inequalities?

A pragmatics perspective on the other hand, focuses
on how language is used to communicate effectively and
achieve specific goals. Trump’s speech is characterized
by its use of persuasive language, including repetition,
metaphors, and anaphora. For example, his repeated use
of “We will make America...” creates a sense of rhythm
and emphasizes his key campaign promises. Additionally,
Trump’s speech is notable for its use of impoliteness
strategies, such as blaming and criticizing his opponents,
which reinforces his confrontational tone.



2.2 Previous Studies on Political Discourse

2.2.1 Inaugural Speeches

this session underscores previous studies on inaugural
speeches, focusing on their rhetorical strategies, linguistic
features, and ideological underpinnings.

Rhetorical Strategies

Kenneth Burke’s (1945) analysis of Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s inaugural speeches: Burke examined how
Roosevelt used rhetorical strategies like metaphor and
repetition to create a sense of national unity and purpose.
Kenneth Burke’s analysis of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
inaugural speeches in 1945 revealed the effective use
of rhetorical strategies to unite the nation during a time
of crisis. Burke focused on how Roosevelt employed
metaphors and repetition to create a sense of national
unity and purpose.

One notable example is Roosevelt’s use of the
metaphor “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself”
in his 1933 inaugural address. This phrase not only
acknowledged the widespread fear and anxiety caused by
the Great Depression but also encouraged Americans to
confront and overcome their fears. By using this metaphor,
Roosevelt was able to inspire hope and confidence in his
audience.

Roosevelt also relied heavily on repetition to drive
home his message. He repeatedly emphasized the need
for collective action, using phrases like “we must act”
and “we will act” to create a sense of urgency and shared
responsibility. This repetition helped to build a sense of
national unity and purpose, as Americans felt they were
working together to address the country’s challenges.

Burke’s analysis highlights the significance of
rhetorical strategies in shaping public opinion and
influencing national discourse. Roosevelt’s use of
metaphor and repetition demonstrates the power of
language in creating a sense of shared identity and
purpose, even in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Kathleen Hall
Jamieson’s (1990) study of presidential inaugural
addresses:

Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Kathleen Hall Jamieson’s
1990 study analyzed presidential inaugural addresses,
identifying key rhetorical strategies. These include the use
of biblical allusions to establish moral authority and shared
values, patriotic language to invoke national symbols
and American exceptionalism, and the establishment of a
presidential persona to create authenticity, project strong
leadership, and articulate a clear vision.

Examples of these strategies can be seen in various
inaugural addresses. For instance, John F. Kennedy and
Jimmy Carter referenced biblical scripture to establish
moral authority. Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama
employed patriotic language to invoke national symbols
and American exceptionalism. Franklin D. Roosevelt and
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Donald Trump established strong presidential personas,
projecting authenticity and leadership.

By employing these strategies, presidents aim to
inspire and unite the American people, while establishing
their leadership persona and vision for the nation.
Campbell and Jamieson’s study provides valuable insights
into the rhetorical techniques used by presidents to shape
public opinion and establish their leadership.

Linguistic Features

M. F. Nussbaum’s (1986) analysis of John F.
Kennedy’s inaugural address

M. F. Nussbaum’s 1986 analysis of John F. Kennedy’s
inaugural address provides a detailed examination of
the linguistic features that contributed to the speech’s
enduring impact. Nussbaum’s study highlights Kennedy’s
use of antithesis, anaphora, and metaphor as key rhetorical
devices.

Kennedy’s speech is characterized by the use of
antithesis, which involves the juxtaposition of contrasting
ideas or words. This rhetorical device creates a sense
of balance and emphasizes the differences between two
concepts. For example, Kennedy’s famous phrase “Ask
not what your country can do for you, ask what you can
do for your country” is a classic example of antithesis.
By contrasting the idea of personal gain with the idea of
national service, Kennedy emphasizes the importance of
individual sacrifice for the greater good.

In addition to antithesis, Kennedy’s speech also
employs anaphora, which involves the repetition of a
word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses or
sentences. This rhetorical device creates a sense of thythm
and emphasizes the repeated idea. Kennedy’s phrase “Let
every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we
shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship,
support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival
and the success of liberty” is an example of anaphora. By
repeating the phrase “let every nation know,” Kennedy
emphasizes the universality of his message and creates a
sense of urgency.

Furthermore, Kennedy’s speech employs metaphor,
which involves the comparison of two unlike things
without using “like” or “as.” This rhetorical device creates
a vivid and memorable image in the listener’s mind.
Kennedy’s phrase “Let us never negotiate out of fear. But
let us never fear to negotiate™ is a metaphorical expression
that compares negotiation to a journey. By using this
metaphor, Kennedy emphasizes the importance of being
brave and proactive in international relations.

Nussbaum’s analysis demonstrates how Kennedy’s
masterful use of linguistic features contributed to the
speech’s persuasive power and enduring impact. By
employing antithesis, anaphora, and metaphor, Kennedy
created a speech that was both memorable and inspiring,
and that continues to influence American politics and
culture to this day.
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Robert L. Ivie’s (1987) study of Ronald Reagan’s
inaugural addresses: Robert L. Ivie’s 1987 study of
Ronald Reagan’s inaugural addresses provide valuable
insights into the linguistic features that contributed
to Reagan’s persuasive power. Ivie’s analysis focuses
on three key aspects of Reagan’s speeches: narrative,
metaphor, and rhetorical questions.

Reagan’s use of narrative helped to create a sense
of shared values and experiences among Americans.
By employing storytelling techniques, Reagan was able
to convey complex ideas in a relatable and engaging
way. For example, his inaugural addresses often
referenced American history and the struggles of the
past, emphasizing the importance of perseverance and
determination '.

In addition to narrative, Reagan’s speeches
relied heavily on metaphor to convey his message.
Metaphorical language allowed Reagan to create vivid
and memorable images in the minds of his listeners. For
instance, his famous “Evil Empire” speech, in which he
described the Soviet Union as an evil empire, is a classic
example of metaphorical language in action 2.

Reagan also frequently employed rhetorical
questions, which helped to engage his audience and
encourage them to think critically about the issues at
hand. By asking rhetorical questions, Reagan was able
to create a sense of dialogue and inclusiveness, drawing
his listeners into the conversation and making them feel
invested in the outcome.

Overall, Ivie’s study demonstrates how
Reagan’s mastery of narrative, metaphor, and
rhetorical questions contributed to his success
as a communicator and a leader. By examining
the linguistic features of Reagan’s speeches,
Ivie provides valuable insights into the art of

persuasive communication.

2.2.2 Ideological Underpinnings

Stephen Hartnett’s (2002) study of the ideological
underpinnings of George W. Bush’s inaugural address:

Stephen Hartnett’s 2002 study of George W. Bush’s
inaugural address provides a nuanced analysis of the
ideological underpinnings of Bush’s speech. Hartnett
argues that Bush’s address reflected a conservative
ideology, which emphasized individual responsibility,
national security, and traditional values.

Bush’s inaugural address emphasized the importance
of individual responsibility, a core tenet of conservative
ideology. Bush encouraged Americans to take ownership
of their lives and to work towards creating a better future
for themselves and their communities. This emphasis
on individual responsibility was reflected in Bush’s
statement, “We will not tire, we will not falter, and we
will not fail.” By emphasizing individual agency and
responsibility, Bush’s speech reinforced the conservative
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notion that individuals, rather than the government, are
primarily responsible for their own success.

National security was another key theme in Bush’s
inaugural address, reflecting the conservative emphasis
on a strong national defense. Bush emphasized the
importance of protecting America from external threats,
stating, “We will build our defenses beyond challenge.”
This focus on national security reinforced the conservative
notion that a strong military is essential to maintaining
American power and influence in the world.

Bush’s speech also reflected a commitment to
traditional values, such as family, faith, and community.
Bush emphasized the importance of these values in
American life, stating, “We are guided by a power larger
than ourselves.” By emphasizing traditional values, Bush’s
speech reinforced the conservative notion that these values
are essential to maintaining American identity and culture.

Hartnett’s analysis demonstrates how Bush’s inaugural
address reflected a conservative ideology that emphasized
individual responsibility, national security, and traditional
values. By examining the ideological underpinnings of
Bush’s speech, Hartnett provides valuable insights into
the ways in which conservative ideology has shaped
American politics and culture.

2.3 Trump’s Communication Style

Donald Trump’s communication style has been
extensively studied, and research has identified several
key characteristics that contributed to his success as a
politician.

Trump’s language is often described as informal,
simple, and direct. He frequently uses short words and
sentences, which creates a sense of familiarity and
accessibility with his audience. His tone is often confident,
assertive, and sometimes aggressive, which can be seen as
a reflection of his authoritarian rhetoric.

Trump’s speeches and public statements often employ
rhetorical devices such as repetition, metaphor, and
hyperbole. For example, his use of repetition, as seen in
his “Make America Great Again” slogan, creates a sense
of unity and shared purpose among his supporters. His
metaphors, such as comparing himself to a “winner” or
a “champion,” help to create a positive self-image and
reinforce his confident tone.

Research has also examined Trump’s non-verbal
communication style, including his voice quality, body
language, and facial expressions. Studies have found that
Trump’s voice quality is often characterized by greater
pitch dynamics, which can create a sense of enthusiasm
and energy.

Trump’s communication style has been linked to his
populist appeal, which emphasizes the importance of
speaking directly to the people and bypassing traditional
elites. His use of Twitter and other social media platforms
has allowed him to connect directly with his supporters
and create a sense of shared identity and purpose.



Overall, Trump’s communication style is characterized
by its informality, simplicity, and directness, as well as its
use of rhetorical devices, non-verbal communication, and
populist appeal. These characteristics have contributed to
his success as a politician and continue to shape his public
image.

3. CONTEXTUALIZING TRUMP’S
INAUGURAL SPEECH

3.1 Historical Context

The historical context in which Donald Trump’s
2017 inaugural address was delivered is crucial to
understanding the speech’s significance and impact.
The 2016 presidential election was one of the most
divisive and contentious in American history, marked
by controversy, scandal, and a stark departure from
traditional Republican values. This exposed deep-seated
divisions within American society, including racial,
ethnic, and socioeconomic tensions.

At the time of Trump’s inauguration, the United
States was grappling with numerous social issues,
including racial tensions and police brutality,
highlighted by the Black Lives Matter movement. The
debate over immigration and border control was also
highly contentious, with Trump’s campaign promise
to build a wall along the US-Mexico border sparking
intense debate. Furthermore, the country was dealing
with pressing issues such as healthcare and economic
inequality, with the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)
under threat of repeal.

The cultural landscape of the United States in
2017 was marked by the rise of social media and its
increasing influence on politics and public discourse.
Growing concerns about fake news, propaganda, and
the spread of misinformation were also prominent.
Additionally, shifting attitudes towards identity politics,
with increased awareness and activism around issues
like LGBTQ+ rights and racial justice, were evident.

The US economy in 2017 was characterized by slow
but steady growth, with the economy still recovering
from the 2008 financial crisis. However, rising income
inequality, with the wealthiest 1% of Americans holding
an increasingly large share of the nation’s wealth, was
a pressing concern. Uncertainty and anxiety about the
impact of globalization, automation, and technological
change on American jobs and industries were also
widespread.

In this complex and contentious historical context,
Trump’s inaugural address sought to reassure and rally
his supporters, while also attempting to reach out to
those who had not voted for him. The speech’s themes
of American greatness, national unity, and economic
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revival resonated with many Americans, but also
sparked widespread criticism and concern among those
who feared the implications of Trump’s presidency.

3.2 Cultural and Social Context:

The cultural and social context of Donald Trump’s 2017
inaugural address played a significant role in shaping the
speech’s content, tone, and impact.

The media landscape in 2017 was characterized by
the proliferation of social media, cable news, and online
news sources. This created an environment in which
information was disseminated rapidly, and opinions were
shaped and amplified through various media channels.
Trump’s use of Twitter, in particular, allowed him to
bypass traditional media outlets and communicate directly
with his supporters.

The audience for Trump’s inaugural address was
diverse and complex. The speech was attended by a
crowd of hundreds of thousands on the National Mall,
with millions more watching on television and online. The
audience included Trump’s supporters, who were eager
to celebrate his victory, as well as protesters and critics,
who were determined to express their opposition to his
presidency.

The cultural context of the speech was marked by deep
divisions within American society. The 2016 presidential
election had exposed and exacerbated existing fault lines,
including racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic tensions.
Trump’s campaign and presidency had also been marked
by controversy and polarization, with many Americans
strongly supporting or opposing his policies and rhetoric.

The impact of Trump’s inaugural address on
American society was significant. The speech’s themes
of American greatness, national unity, and economic
revival resonated with many Americans, particularly
those who felt marginalized or disenfranchised by the
political establishment. However, the speech also sparked
widespread criticism and concern among those who feared
the implications of Trump’s presidency, particularly with
regard to issues like immigration, healthcare, and climate
change.

The speech also had an impact on social movements,
particularly those that emerged in response to Trump’s
presidency. The Women’s March, which took place the
day after the inauguration, drew millions of participants
worldwide and became a symbol of resistance to Trump’s
policies and rhetoric. Other social movements, including
Black Lives Matter and the immigrant rights movement,
also gained momentum in response to Trump’s presidency.

Overall, the cultural and social context of Trump’s
inaugural address played a significant role in shaping
the speech’s content, tone, and impact. The speech’s
themes and rhetoric resonated with some Americans,
while sparking criticism and concern among others. The
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speech’s impact on American society continues to be
felt, with ongoing debates and controversies surrounding
Trump’s policies and legacy.

4. METHODOLOGY/RESULTS

This study employs a qualitative research design,
specifically discourse analysis, to examine Donald
Trump’s inaugural speech. Discourse analysis is a suitable
approach as it enables the researcher to investigate how
language is used to construct meaning and shape reality.

The data for this study consists of Donald Trump’s
inaugural speech, delivered on January 20, 2017. The
speech was obtained from official transcripts and
online sources. (https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/
transcript-read-president-trumps-full-inaugural-address)

The data analysis involves a critical discourse analysis
(CDA) approach, which focuses on the relationship
between language, power, and ideology. The analysis will
examine the linguistic features, rhetorical devices, and
discursive strategies employed in the speech to construct
meaning and shape public opinion.

Table 1
Linguistic Features of Donald Trump’s Inaugural
Speech

Linguistic
feature Example Frequency
Simple Sentences ~ “We will bring back our jobs.” 15
Declarative “We are now joined in a great
: » 20
Sentences national effort.
Imperative “Let us start anew.” 5
Sentences
Table 2

Rhetorical Devices in Donald Trump’s Inaugural
Speech

Table 4
Ideological Underpinnings of Donald Trump’s
Inaugural Speech

Ideology Example Frequency
Nationalism “We will put America first.” 5
poputm Ve llmabe A gtz
Conservatism “We will defend our country, our 5

culture, and our way of life.”

Data source: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/transcript-read-
president-trumps-full-inaugural-address

The table above shows the results of the discourse
analysis, thus, through the lens of linguistic features,
rhetorical device, discursive strategies, and ideological
underpinnings. The results section of the research
article on Donald Trump’s inaugural speech analyzes
the linguistic features, rhetorical devices, discursive
strategies, and ideological underpinnings of the speech.

Speaking of linguistic features, the speech is
characterized by simple, declarative sentences that create
a sense of directness and clarity.

Meanwhile, rhetorical devices are evident as Trump
employs metaphor, repetition, and antithesis to create a
sense of urgency and momentum, reinforcing his message
of change and renewal.

Furthermore, we see discursive strategies since the
speech uses pronouns, modality, and intertextuality to
create a sense of shared purpose and identity, reinforcing
Trump’s message of American exceptionalism.

Finally, ideological underpinnings play a key role
in the discourse analysis in that the speech reveals
nationalist, populist, and conservative ideologies, with
Trump emphasizing the need to put America first and
defend its culture and way of life.

5. DISCUSSION

Rhetorical

device Example Frequency
“We are transferring power from
Metaphor Washington, D.C.” 3
. “We will make America strong again.
Repetition We will make America wealthy again.” 3
Antithesis We will not be held back”by the 2
failures of the past.
Table 3

Discursive Strategies in Donald Trump’s Inaugural
Speech

Discursive

strategy Example Frequency
Use of “We are the land of the free.” 10
pronouns
Modality “We will do it, believe me.” 5
Intertextuality ‘We will make America great again, 2

just like we used to be.”
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The context of Trump’s Inaugural speech significantly
influenced its literary content. The speech was delivered
at a time of deep division in America, following a
contentious election campaign. This context is reflected in
the speech’s tone, which was often dark and aggressive.
Trump employed simple and declarative sentences,
repetitive metaphors, and pronoun usage to create a sense
of directness, clarity, and shared purpose.

The historical and cultural context of the speech also
played a crucial role in shaping its meaning. Trump’s
“America First” rhetoric, for instance, was influenced by
the country’s historical narrative of exceptionalism and
its cultural emphasis on patriotism. Discourse analysis
reveals that Trump’s speech constructed a narrative of
a country in crisis, with a corrupt elite and a neglected
working class. This narrative was used to legitimize
Trump’s populist agenda and his promise to “make
America great again.”



The analysis also highlights the ways in which
Trump’s speech reflected and reinforced dominant
ideologies and power relationships in American society.
For example, his emphasis on law and order, national
security, and traditional values appealed to conservative
and nationalist sentiments. At the same time, his rhetoric
of economic nationalism and anti-elitism resonated with
populist anxieties about globalization and corruption.

Overall, the discourse analysis of Trump’s Inaugural
speech provides valuable insights into how language is
used to construct meaning, shape public opinion, and
reflect and reinforce dominant ideologies and power
relationships.
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