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efforts of augmenting teachers’ professionalism, offering 
further education and training chances for every Ancient 
Chinese teacher, which will accommodate preferably to 
social developments and teaching needs.

2.4  Providing Flexible and Variable Teaching 
Methods
2.4.1  Classroom-Infiltration Method
Interchangeable words appear constantly in selected books 
teaching, in which there are actually phonetic problems. 
For example, “Zuo Commentaries: Zheng conquered Duan 
in Yan” cited a sentence from “The books of songs Taiga 
Jizui”: “Song says: “孝子不匮, 永锡尔类(Xiao zi bu kui, 
yong xi er lei)”. What’s the meaning of “锡(xi)” (which 
means “a metal” in Chinese) in this sentence? It cannot 
make sense if just focus on its own meaning of “锡(xi)”. 
Teachers could tell students that, under this situation, “锡
(xi)” is an interchangeable word which should be “赐(ci)”, 
which means to give. This interchangeable phenomenon 
happens when ancient people transcribed and copied 
books and wrote down “the false word” with the same or 
approximate sound but different form. In contemporary 
Chinese, “锡(xi)” and “赐(ci)” do not share the same 
sound; but in ancient Chinese they are pronounced as 
the same, “锡(xi)” and “赐(ci)” both belonging to initial 
consonant “心(xin)” and final consonant “锡(xi)” in 
rhyme. And then students could understand the general 
idea of this sentence, that is, “sons show infinite filial 
piety to parents, which should be given to peers forever". 
Usually selected books teaching is earlier than general 
theory teaching, so teachers could impart phonetic 
knowledge by the infiltrating method through selected 
books teaching. In this way students will feel relatively 
familiar when confronting systematic phonetic knowledge 
teaching and will feel more comfortable to accept and 
understand it.
2.4.2  dialects-Comparison method 
Entering tone (tone IV) is difficult to comprehend 
in Chinese phonetics because mandarin Chinese has 
lost tone IV, which is still reserved in Cantonese, Min 
dialect and Hakka dialect. For instance, in ancient time 
“xue” in “xuexi” (learning) used entering tone that is 
inexplicable in northern students. At this time teachers 
could use the dialects-comparison method. Teachers could 
invite students who came from Fujian or Guangdong to 

exemplify pronunciation of “xue” (which is [  ]in Hakka 
dialect and Cantonese; [     ]in Min dialect). After students 
get this kind of perception, teachers could elaborate the 
specific details to lead students to rational conception. 
This method is conducive for students’ comprehension 
and helpful to make teaching comfortable, enjoyable and 
effective.
2.4.3  Combining-Practice-and-Comments method
Ancient Chinese course is regarded iconically as “foreign 
language” course, which demands students to accumulate 
basic knowledge of character, word, sentence and 
grammar, especially when learning phonetics. Because of 
limited course time, teachers should design more directive 
practice for students after the course has processed for 
a period. It counts for little that students depend only 
on teachers’ explanation but nothing practical. It is also 
an effective approach that teachers respond promptly to 
students’ practice, when teachers could realize students’ 
acceptance and students could consolidate and deepen 
what they are learning.    

CONClUSION
In conclusion, phonetics is a vital part of ancient Chinese 
teaching, which is a powerful implement to cultivate and 
improve students’ capacities of reading ancient books and 
should be paid high attention to by teachers and students.
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